[image: A green and blue sign with blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

		Suite M Earl Road, Stanley Green 
Cheadle, Cheshire
SK8 6GN
Tel: 075089 32868
Email: admin@aimp.co.uk

[image: A green and blue sign with blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

BY EMAIL 

Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP
House of Commons 
London
SW1A 0AA

July 2026

Re: Business Rates Fairness for Community Pharmacies

Dear Mr Burnham,
Congratulations on your election as Member of Parliament for Makerfield and subsequent appointment as Prime Minister.
As a pharmacist serving patients in your constituency, and a member of the Independent Pharmacies Association, I wanted to write following your election victory and to Number 10 Downing Street – it is great to have a Northern voice leading our country.
During the campaign, and again in your first major speech, you made clear your commitment to revitalising Britain's high streets. Your pledge to reform business rates to support pubs and high street businesses that bring "social benefits to communities" was a welcome recognition of the important role local businesses play in the life of our towns.
I am writing to ask that community pharmacies are not forgotten as this agenda develops.
As a former Health Secretary, you will appreciate better than most that community pharmacies are far more than high street businesses. Every day we dispense medicines, provide clinical advice, deliver vaccinations and support patients with long-term conditions, while helping to relieve pressure on GP surgeries and hospitals. The Government's NHS 10-Year Plan rightly envisages a greater role for community pharmacy in delivering care closer to home, yet there remains a growing disconnect between what pharmacies are expected to deliver and the financial reality facing the sector.
The recent pharmacy funding settlement does not adequately resolve the underlying sustainability issues and significant structural inequities confronting community pharmacy. Unlike GP surgeries and dental practices, community pharmacies receive no reimbursement for business rates despite delivering NHS services every day. Instead, we continue to absorb rising property and operating costs within an already stretched funding model.


If business rates reform is to help Britain's high streets flourish, community pharmacies should be part of that conversation. If pubs merit support because they are valued community assets, then pharmacies - which are both community assets and frontline NHS providers - surely deserve at least the same consideration.
This letter is supported by independent pharmacy owners representing more than 5000 community pharmacies across England and Wales, all of whom share the desire to see pharmacies treated fairly alongside their primary care colleagues.
Thank you for your time and consideration. We hope you will champion this issue as your plans for high street renewal and NHS reform take shape.
Yours sincerely,
Name
Pharmacy Name
Makerfield
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